BORDERS FJORDHUS HOCKEY CLUB
 
Match Report: Borders Fjordhus 1stXI v Granite City Wanderers, Hawick, 27.03.10
 
This was a much-anticipated tie involving two teams at the top end of the table who had enjoyed good results over the previous few weeks. As expected it was a tight game, with few clear-cut opportunities to score from open play, as the teams to a large extent cancelled each other out. 
However, the home team started brightly, full of energy in attack and closing the opposition down in pairs.  Borders produced some slick passing, especially down the right involving Rachael Hunniford and Denise Fairbairn and good movement up front lead by Karen Cornwall.  At the back, the defence passed it round with confidence and generally Borders looked the more likely to break the deadlock.  It was always likely that set pieces would be the best chance of goals and so it proved.  From their third short corner of the game, deep into the first half, Fjordhus opened the scoring when Fairbairn was on hand at the far post to steer a Claire Townsend strike into the net. 1-0 to the home team at half-time was just reward for their efforts.
Unfortunately, for the Borders out-fit, this turned out to be a game of two halves as it was the visitors who stepped it up and enjoyed the majority of possession and territory in the second period.  They changed their game plan and were much more aggressive in closing down the Borders players on the ball giving them much less time to pick out a pass. Moreover, they were beginning link play much better themselves and started to threaten the home goal.  Gwen Bradley produced a couple of fine saves to keep them at bay shortly after the restart.  However, it wasn’t long before they had earned a short corner, which they converted impressively with a drag flick from the top of the circle. The goal seemed to inspire the visitors while at the same time knock the Borders confidence and they were unable to lift their game in response.  It wasn’t long before Granite City Wanderers had taken the lead, again after a short corner.  Fjordhus did try to pick things up and created a couple of half chances but when the visitors slotted a third on the counter-attack the game was over.  Final Score 1-3. 
Team: G Bradley, R Hunniford, P Bell, J Scott, C Townsend, D Fairbairn, J Jack, K Cornwall, C Powder, L Anderson, A Small, N Wealleans
