ESMFP 3   Borders Fjordhus 2
After playing some very impressive hockey in their 2-1 victory against Aberdeen AM; Borders Fjordhus 1st XI set off to Edinburgh at the weekend hoping to display a similar performance against Stewarts Melville. 

The first quarter saw a fairly equal contest with some skilful play from both teams.  

ESM looked the more sprightly creating some smart hockey down the middle of the pitch, this put pressure on the visitor’s goal and eventually they opened the scoring.

Borders then stepped up their game and played their normal attacking game with some fast play down the right flanks through Rachael Hunniford and Denise Fairbairn.  

The visitor’s equalizer soon came from a Shiobhan Murphy pass to Karen Cornwall who played a one-two with Sarah Robertson who slotted the ball passed the keeper.

The Borderers kept the pressure on and continued to dominate the last 5 minutes of the first half.  Player of the match Murphy played some rocketing passes in to the circle but the strikers were unable to capitalise on them.

The second half saw the Borderers dominate most of the play but chances were cut out by a strong home defence.  Janet Jack moved the ball across the pitch to open up the flanks for Fairbairn and Laura Mclean.  Some strong communication from the more experienced players helped create more attacking periods of play.

Although the visitors were enjoying the majority of the ball, a fast break and a gap in defence allowed their skilful striker to slot the ball inside the near post.

Borders did not give up and the score line did not reflect the game.  Borders were determined not to let this one slip away and were winning 50/50 balls and reacting a lot quicker.

An error on the Borders goal line saw the home side rewarded with a penalty flick which the striker slotted into the left corner.

Five minutes remaining and Borders once again gave once last push to come back in the game.  After a goal mouth scramble in which the ball went over the line, the umpires gave a penalty flick to the visitors as they couldn’t see if the ball went over the line.

Robertson stepped up to slot the ball into the back of the net.  A late press was not enough for the Borders and they had to settle with their first defeat of the season.  

Borders last game before the Christmas break is against Watsonians on Saturday, Tweedbank 2pm.

Squad : G Forsyth, P Bell, C Townsend, R Hunniford, J Scott, L Anderson, J Jack, D Fairbairn, S Murphy, C Powner, K Cornwall, S Robertson, H Hotchkiss, L Mclean
