Borders Fjordhus Match Report
Sat 16th and Sun 17th October 2010
Borders 2   Granite City Wanderers 1

This was a much anticipated tie involving two teams at the top end of the table who had enjoyed good results over the previous weeks. As expected it was a tight game with some clear opportunities to score from open play.  Both defences played a strong game and managed to cancel out any opportunities. 
The visitors were first to score from a cross ball across the goal for the striker to slot it home at the far post.
Granite City kept on the pressure but some fine saves from player of the match Gwen Bradley kept the home side in the game.

It looked like Borders chances would come from set pieces which is exactly what happened.  From their third short corner of the game a Siobhan Murphy strike found Laura Anderson’s stick to score the equalizer just before half time.
The second half Borders stepped up and played to their zoning formation.  Borders midfielders Anderson, Fairbairn and Murphy worked tirelessly in the midfield to create opportunities for Small and Robertson up front.

Again the home side made the scoring opportunity from a penalty corner, this time Claire Townsend stepping up to take the strike who found Sarah Robertson at the far post to take the Borderers into the lead.  The home side dominated the rest of the game allowing them to come away with a win.
Squad :  G Bradley, P Bell, C Townsend, J Scott, C Powner, E Newlands, R Hunniford, L Anderson, D Fairbairn, K Cornwall, E Jack, S Robertson, S Murphy, N Weallans, A Small.

Borders 1  Highland 1

Sunday brought a few stiff bodies but Borders were determined to keep their unbeaten rhythm.  After a reasonably even ten minutes Borders settled and played some great support runs off the ball, clear distribution and some excellent pace up front.  Unfortunately, the visitors found a gap and managed to get a break away goal early on.
Borders defence marshalled by Pippa Bell composed themselves to make sure this didn’t happen again.  Borders played some nice hockey through Janet Jack to strikers Annabel Small and Karen Cornwall causing problems for the visitors defence.  Borders were rewarded with a few penalty corners but the defence managed to cut out any scoring opportunities.
The odd time Highland would have a break away run but some excellent defending by Bell and Jenny Scott stopped any attacking opportunities.

Fifteen minutes into the second half saw Borders equalizer when Cornwall played a long ball to Ev Jack who beat the defender to unselfishly give a square pass to Cornwall to slot the ball inside the far post.

The last ten minute was a game of nail biting hockey but no more goals were scored so both teams had to settle for a draw.

Jenny Scott was rewarded player of the match for her outstanding defending throughout the game.

Borders play Dunfermline this weekend away 1pm.

Squad : G Forsyth, P Bell, C Townsend, C Powner, J Scott, R Hunniford, E Newlands, J Jack, D Fairbairn, L Anderson, K Cornwall, S Murphy, N Weallans, A Small, E Jack

