BORDERS FJORDHUS HOCKEY CLUB

Match Report: Granite City Wanderers v Borders Fjordhus 1stXI, Aberdeen, 24.10.09
It is a 300-mile round trip when the fixture list throws up an away match in Aberdeen and having not always managed to raise a full team in recent years for such matches, as some cannot manage the 12-hour commitment, there were smiles on the faces of the traveling team as 11 boarded the bus early in the morning. Moreover, this was an eagerly anticipated match between two teams towards the top of the table both of who had produced some good performances this season so there a buzz in the air as the bus left the Borders. 

Playing on a water-based pitch, (part of the new, impressive Aberdeen Sports Village) and after the long journey it was perhaps not surprising that it was the home team who started the strongest, however it wasn’t long before the Borderers found their rhythm and got into the match.  For the remainder of the first half it was an even affair with good play and chances from both sides.  Janet Jack together with Karen Cornwall and Laura Anderson were the creators in the Borderers midfield with through balls for the lateral runs of Elena Lunn or probing the Wanderers defence themselves to win short-corners. The defence were kept busy too as the home team were skillful and quick but for the most part Rachel Hunniford, Jenny Scott and Pippa Bell matched them with good tackling and cover play and on the one occasion that the Aberdeen team broke quickly and created a good scoring chance goalkeeper Gwen Bradley did well to prevent the home side from breaking the deadlock.  

Just before half-time the heavens opened and the second half was played in heavy rain.  Sticks became slippy and the pitch became very wet which made it difficult for both teams to judge the pace of passes and even keep their feet.  As the rain continued it looked as if a weather-induced error might decide the result of the match so both sides deserve to be praised that they tried to keep playing positive hockey. Indeed Fjordhus almost scored midway through the second half when Hunniford was first to react to a rebound from a short corner strike but her effort went just wide of the post. Without the benefit of fresh legs from substitutes the visitors were perhaps tiring a little towards the end so it is a credit to the whole Borders team for their determination right to the final whistle in tough conditions. In the dying moments they had Bradley to thank for ensuring the match ended in a draw as she produced an excellent save from a deflected shot. On reflection a draw was probably the right result, and although the spectators that had braved the conditions hadn’t seen a goal they had enjoyed a keenly contested match with good hockey from both sides. The visitors were grateful that the new facilities included much needed warm showers and that the home team provided hot soup before the long journey home.  The rest of the team would like to pass on their thanks to Janet Jack and Elena Lunn who shared the mini-bus driving duties for the day.  Visit www.bordershockeyclub.com for any further information about the club.

Team: G Bradley, R Hunniford, P Bell, J Scott, C Townsend, L Anderson, J Jack, K Cornwall, A Small, H Millar, E Lunn.
