Match Report for Borders Fjordhus 1st XI

Saturday 10th October 2009
Western Wildcats 2    Borders Fjordhus 1

After playing some very impressive hockey in their 3-0 victory against Dunfermline; Borders Fjordhus 1st XI set off to Glasgow at the weekend hoping to display a similar performance against Western Wildcats. 

The first quarter of the match saw a fairly equal contest with some skillful play from both teams.  The home side were denied an early goal by quick reactions from the feet and stick of keeper Gwen Bradley.  Borders played to their zoning formation, pushing forward and dominating the last quarter of the 1st half.  Some silky stick work on the right by Heather Hotchkiss, Denise Fairbairn and Rachael Hunniford created opportunities for Janet Jack, Laura Anderson and Elena Lunn in the home side’s circle resulting in several penalty corners. 

Penalty corner, third time lucky – came from a straight strike fired home by Claire Townsend.  

Wildcats continued to put the pressure on in the remaining minutes of the half; but didn’t have a look in due to strong defending by Pippa Bell, Jenny Scott and Townsend. Half time and the visitors were in front, 1-0.

Starting the second half at 1-0, Borders knew the home side would step up their game but from a positive team talk by Jack at half time, the Borders knew where to zone-out attacking play.
However, Jack, Fairbairn and Bell all had niggling injuries which meant Borders needed to make the ball do the work.

Anderson was denied an early goal in the second half with a fantastic save after a one on one with the keeper.  This came from some short, sharp passing by Hotchkiss, Jack and Lunn.
Wildcat’s began to show their pace and from a fast break they saw their equaliser come from a reverse strike.
The home side had a consistent period of attacking play and really began to put on the pressure.  Again, solid defending from Bell, Hunniford and Scott gave the visitors a chance to work the ball up the park.
Bell, Townsend and Anabell Small distributed some fast and accurate play keeping a tired visiting team in with a hope of a win or draw.
In the remaining minutes of the game, after some fantastic tackling by Borders defence and midfield, the home side found a gap which led to them celebrating their second and winning goal of the match.
Borders 1st XI play Waverly Trinity Inveresk on Saturday 17th October at Hawick, Volunteer Park, 2pm.

Squad : G. Bradley, P. Bell, C. Townsend, R. Hunniford, J. Scott, D. Fairbairn, J. Jack, K. Cornwall, L. Anderson, H. Hotchkiss, E. Lunn, A. Small
