Waverly Trinity Inveresk 2 - Borders Fjordhus 1st XI 2

It was a tentative start to the second half of the season for Borders Fjordhus 1st XI competing in National Division 2.  With little pre-season training due to the adverse weather conditions the Borderers took many positives from their first game back since November.

From the opening whistle both teams jostled for ball possession and defensive errors from the Borderers were evident.  5 minutes into the 1st half it was the home team that reacted to one such error and a one-on-one situation with the keeper Gwen Bradley, competently scored the opener.  However the Borderers were quick to fight back with improved linking play between the midfield and strikers.  Impressive passing play and skills from youngsters Sarah Robertson and Siobhan Murphy pressurised the home defence allowing for an opening to fall to Laura Anderson who leveled the scores.  20 minutes into the 1st half and the home side scored a second goal from breakaway passing play.  But yet again the Borderers reacted well with Janet Jack driving into the home circle to claim a penalty corner.  Jack converted the corner with a clean strike on goal.

The second half saw a more cohesive display from the Borderer's.  Cara Powner came on to play left defence showing great composure when under pressure.  The Borderer's using more decisive passing and linking play retained the majority of ball possession.  Bella Small who has returned to the squad after a 14 month injury period displayed great strength and penetrative passing in midfield to link well with Yvonne Rafferty, Holly Miller, Nicola Whellans and Jack.  Considerable pressure was put on the home defence throughout the second half, producing a number of penalty corner opportunities, however a winning goal could not be found.

The remainder of the season looks promising for the Borders Fjordhus 1st XI who can build on the youth, skill and experience of the team to hopefully overcome the opposition.

The next match is on 06/03/10 against Watsonians at Volunteer Park, Hawick, 2pm.

Team: G. Bradley; R. Hunniford; P. Bell; J. Jack; D. Fairbairn; A. Small; L. Anderson; Y. Rafferty; K. Cornwall; S. Murphy; C. Powner; N. Whellans; H. Miller.

