Watsonians 1 – 2 Borders Fjordhus 1st XI

There was no time for sunbathing on Saturday as not only did the weather but also the pitches at Tipperlinn resemble a scene from a Spanish resort.  However the sand and seagulls could not deter the tremendous effort shown by the Borders 1st XI outfit against a tough Watsonians team.

The first half started quickly for the Borderers who from the onset controlled the pace and direction of the game.  Fast moving balls from midfielders Jack, Anderson, Fairbairn and Townsend were expertly picked up from two new rising stars to the squad Hotchkiss and Robertson, whose quick pace and close stick work helped them move easily around and through the home defence.  The turn of pace up front for the Borderers was rewarded with an early penalty corner.  ‘Put-out’ by Cornwall, a strike from Jack was deflected into the goal by the stick of Cornwall.  The second goal for the Borderers soon followed. Linking play up the right and left of the pitch helped open up the gaps in the Watsonians defence which enabled Robertson to run freely with the ball and lay it off to Hotchkiss who slotted the ball past the keeper with style.  The remainder of the half was very much dominated by the Borderers; however a lapse in concentration found Watsonians clawing their way back into the game with a long pass finding an open striker who struck the ball past the ever present Bradley.
The 2nd half saw the Borderers step up their game again, winning tackles, intercepting balls and generally marking the home side out of the game.  Further penalty corners were rewarded but the Watsonians keeper who enjoyed a very good game managed to keep the ball from scoring.  The temperature on the pitch was heating up and after a frustrating period of play, not helped by some questionable umpiring, a hard tackle in the visitors circle was penalised with a penalty stroke.  In-form Bradley who has improved with every match saved the flick to keep the score line winning for the Borderers.
Team Sheet: G. Bradley, J. Scott, P. Bell, R. Hunniford, C. Townsend, J. Jack, D. Fairbairn, L. Anderson, K. Cornwall, H. Hotchkiss, S. Robertson.
